Sermon:  “Fellowship / Partnership In The Gospel” 
[Phil. 1:5, 7; 4:10, 14-17]
Intro:

· Sermon Title Is:  [see above]

· Illustration - “Bless Be The Tie That Binds” - 

In 1765 John Fawcett began preaching for a very small congregation in Wainsgate England.  For seven years he labored at building up this small work. But because of the size of the congregation and the fact that they were all poor his salary was so meager that he was just barely able to provide his wife and himself with the basic necessities of life. Though the people were poor what they lacked in finances they made up for with their faithfulness and warm fellowship.

Then Dr. Fawcett received an invitation to come and preach for a much larger church in London. After a lengthy time of consideration he and his wife decided to accept the invitation to London. As their few possessions were being loader onto a wagon many of the small congregation came to say good-bye, and ask if he would reconsider leaving.

Touched by this great outpouring of love his wife and he began to cry. Finally Mrs. Fawcett exclaimed, "O John, I just can’t bare it. They need us so badly here." God has spoken to my heart too!" he said, "Tell them to unload the wagon! We cannot break these wonderful ties of fellowship."

This experience inspired John Fawcett to write a hymn, which opened with the following words, "Blest be the tie the binds our hearts in Christian love! The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above." - - Out of that example of Christian fellowship, came to us one of our most best loved and frequently sung hymns. 
· WONDERFUL to have a PARTNER!

1. Someone to SHARE the GOOD and the BAD!
2. Someone to BE THERE FOR YOU – through “Thick” or “Thin!”
3. Someone to REJOICE WITH – When things are going good!
4. Someone to CRY WITH / PRAY WITH – When things are Not So Good 
~ Gal. 6:2 – “Bear ye one another’s burdens and so fulfill…”
· In this Lesson – Discuss [for a few moments] the “Fellowship / Partnership in the Gospel” Shared between the Hilldale C. of C. and the Barkers Mill C. of C.
A.  What MEAN to Have “Fellowship” With Someone or In Something? 
1. Bible speaks of having “Fellowship” [with] and/or “Partnership” [in] Various Things:  
a) Phil. 1:5 – [I thank my God…] “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
b) 2 Cor. 6:14 – “…for what fellowship [KJV = communion] has light with darkness?”
c) Eph. 5:11 – “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness.”
d) 2 Cor. 8:23 – “If anyone inquires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker…”  

e) Philemon 17 – “If then you count me as a partner, receive him [Onesimus] as you would me.”  

f) Luke 5:10 – James and John, the sons of Zebedee, “…were [fishing] partners with Simon [Peter].

2. The Basic Meaning of the N.T. Concept / Idea of “Fellowship”
a) In Scripture – “Fellowship” means 

· Sharing something in Common.
· It denotes Joint Participation in something.

· It’s a Mutual Caring and Sharing in / toward a Common Interest and/or Goal.
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b) Main Gk. Wd. translated “Fellowship” or “Partnership” = koinonia
    ~ Phil. 1:5 – “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.”  [also used in Phil. 2:1 and 3:10]
    ~ Acts 2:42 – “And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles doctrine, in fellowship, in breaking of bread…”
    ~ 2 Cor. 6:14 – “…for what fellowship [KJV = communion] has light with darkness?”

c) Thayer’s Gk./Eng. Lexicon [koinonia] – “fellowship, association, community, communion, joint 
                             participation, intercourse… the share which one has in anything, participation…”

                 ~ The Root Wd. [koina] = means “COMMON”

                 ~ koinonia - Can refer to a contribution [$$$$] = a collection that is jointly contributed.

       ^ 2 Cor. 8:4 – “…that we should receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.” 

       ^ 2 Cor. 9:13 – “…through the proof of this ministry [$$$$$], they glorify God for the obedience of your 
                                                 confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men.” 

       ^ Rom. 15:26 – “For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the 
                                                 poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.” 

       ^ Heb. 13:16 – “But do not forget to do good and to share [KJV says communicate], for with such sacrifices 
                                               God is well pleased.” 
Repeat - In Scripture – “Fellowship” means 

                   * Sharing something in Common.
                   * It denotes Joint Participation in something.
                   * It’s a Mutual Caring and Sharing in / Toward a Common Interest and/or Goal.

B.  Phil. 1:5 – Paul notes his “Fellowship in the gospel” with the church at Philippi.
1. Read Phil. 1:3-5 [I thank my God…] “for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.” 
2. HOW had the Philippian’s SHARED [had fellowship] in the Gospel with Paul?
a) They had Repeatedly Contributed [$$$] to his needs as an Evangelist.
· Phil. 4:15-18 – “Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
                           Macedonia, no church shared [koinoneo = to share, communicate] with me concerning giving 
                           and receiving but you only.”
· 2 Cor. 8:1-5 – Paul references the giving [$$$$] made by the churches of Macedonia [which Philippi is one]
Repeat #2. and a) above
b) Phil. 1:7 - They stood with Paul in both the Defense and Confirmation of the gospel.
· Defense [Gk. - apologia] = “verbal defense”  
^ This shows that the Philippian church stood up for Paul [and the Gospel of Christ, which Paul preached].
^ By Supporting Paul [monetarily $$$ and otherwise] they were Aiding the Formal Defense of The Gospel. 
^ Jude 3 – “Earnestly contend [fight] for the faith which was once [for all time] delivered unto the saints.”
^ 1 Pet. 3:15 – “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 
                           who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;”
· Confirmation [Gk. – BeBaiosis] = [Reinecker – BAG] = “a legal technical term for guaranteeing or 
                                                                                                 furnishing security” 
^ By supporting Paul, the Philippian church demonstrated that they confirmed the authenticity of the Gospel 
   and also confirmed [guaranteed] the validity of Paul as God’s messenger / preacher of the Gospel. 

· Phil. 1:7 – Paul said that BY standing in both the Defense and Confirmation of the gospel, the Christians  
                  at Philippi were PARTAKERS with Paul of grace.  
^  Partakers [Gk. sugkoinonos] = sharers together w. someone, fellow partakers 
^ similar wd. for “fellowship” [same family of words]
Repeat #2, a) and b) above
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c) Phil. 1:19 – Paul had confidence the church at Philippi would Remain in Fellowship / Partnership 
                    with him [Fellowship in the gospel] through their PRAYERS.
· Notice [Phil. 1:19] – For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer…”  
· James 5:16 – “Confess your faults one to another and pray for one another that you may be healed, the 
                        effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much in it’s working.” 
· Col. 4:2-4 – “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3meanwhile praying 
                       also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, 
                       for which I am also in chains, 4that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
· Eph. 6:18-19 – “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 
                end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints – 19and for me, that utterance 
             may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel.”
C.  Application – HOW Does Hilldale and Barkers Mill Have a Fellowship / 
                                 Partnership in the Gospel? 
1. We DO HAVE a “Fellowship / Partnership” in the Gospel.
a) This “Church Planting” is a TOGETHER Venture!
b) i.e. – US TOGETHER! – Mainly Hilldale Members make up the CORE GROUP of Barkers Mill.

c) Thus, in a sense, Barkers Mill will [at least somewhat] Be AN EXTENSION of Hilldale!

d) The GOSPEL Of Jesus Christ = The REASON for the “Church Plant”

e) Thus, we DO HAVE a Fellowship / Partnership In The Gospel!  
2. Our Fellowship / Partnership In The Gospel – Contains the SAME ELEMENTS as 
                                                               that between Paul and the church at Philippi.
a) [Phil. 4:15-17] = Monetary [$$$$] Support.
b) [Phil. 1:7] - Standing with Barkers Mill in Both the defense and the confirmation of the gospel.
c) [Phil. 1:19] – Remaining in Fellowship / Partnership in the Gospel Through our PRAYERS!

3. Additionally – [really in the same line] Hilldale Wants To SHARE [Have Fellowship] In 
                          The Gospel at Barkers Mill THROUGH “HANDS-ON” SERVICE!  
a.) We want / NEED to be MORE than a DISTANT [across town] “Partner” in the Gospel!
b.) From the Hilldale Advertisement for the “Minister Search” for Barkers Mill:

“The Hilldale eldership is committed to seeing this new congregation grow, thrive, and become self-supporting, and that means the eldership will be committed financially, professionally, and personally to the person who is hired for this most important ministry.  The Hilldale church family is also committed to being willing servants [workers] in assisting with this church-plant in every way possible.”    
c.) As Barkers Mill Congregation gets started, The Brethren there Will NO DOUBT Need Help Periodically with such things as: 

· Canvassing (Door Knockings)?

· V.B.S. – Teachers, Helpers, etc.

· Gospel Meetings [Door knockings, Attendance, etc.]

d.) After Barkers Mill is up and running:, There will NO DOUBT be CONTINUED NEED Periodically… 
· With All the above

· With Other specific “NEED AREAS” that will no doubt arise.

· May we be EVER WILLING to SERVE by giving our Time and Energies [as we can and WILL]!

e.) All of us [as Christians at Hilldale or wherever] ALWAYS NEED TO BE  “Good-Will” Ambassadors for the Barkers Mill congregation, and the Lord’s church in general.
