Barkers Mill Church Of Christ

Open House / Bldg. Dedication

Who We Are?      Whose We Are?

WHO Are We?

· Bro. Darol spoke of Hilldale’s Long-Time Dream and Vision to start a Congregation near Ft. Campbell.  

· Discipleship Takes TIME!

· Any good ministry for God’s glory TAKES TIME!  
· One must pray, plan, prepare well before implementing a plan.  
· Jesus didn’t begin His ministry on the cross.  
· God brought His son into the world as a flesh and blood human being.  
· He lived many years before starting His public ministry that culminated with the cross and the resurrection, etc..  
· God planned the work for His son and then worked His plan.  
· Gal. 4:4-5 - “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”  
· Lots of planning and preparation must take place before one begins a ministry, builds a house, or goes to battle, etc.  That’s God’s pattern!  
· Lots of Planning, Praying, Preparation, and Imple-mentation Took Place to bring us to this day at BM!

· In Hilldale Contact [since Feb. 6, 2008] = 18 Pages report! 

· Land purchased in May, 2007
· 2 yrs. ago last month [Feb. 6, 2008] Announcement in the Hilldale C. of C. bulletin, Contact, about the formation of a “New Church Plant Exploratory Committee.”  
· That Committee consisted of Seven Men:  Joe Couch, Tim Fulton, George McMillian, Nick Muiznieks, Furman Muzzall, Edmon Prater, and Tim Thomas.  
· That Initial Committee did some Very Important Foundation work for getting the Barkers Mill congregation ministry up and running – including questionnaires to congregation, etc.
· After approximately 6 to 9 weeks work, Various Factors caused a several month delay in the Barkers Mill Congregation ministry.    
· August 30, 2008, all the Hilldale Elders and myself made a Saturday bus trip to the Spring Meadows C. of C. [Spring Hill, TN] to learn from their successful 2 year Congregational Start-Up ministry.    
· In April, 2009, a second Committee was commissioned by the Hilldale Eldership.  This committee was named the Barkers Mill Congregational Committee.  
· That Committee consisted of Five men who were on the initial Committee (in 2008):  Tim Fulton, George McMillian, Furman Muzzall, Edmon Prater, and Tim Thomas. An additional three made up the remainder of this committee:  Joe Marable, Mark Muieznieks, and Steve Kirby.  
· The Hilldale eldership commissioned this new BMCC with the “charge” of going full steam ahead [with the Lord’s help] towards making whatever plans and work necessary to make the Barkers Mill C. of C. a Reality.   

· This Committee began meeting each week trying to consider, discuss, plan, and pray about every possible matter relative to helping to get a new congregation started in Barkers Mill area.   

· After a while, George McMillian resigned from this committee [due to work commitments] and Doug Yates then joined our committee efforts.  
· God Blessed Us and Things TOOK OFF in the BM ministry!     
· SOON, Various Things Were On-Going!
· Land / Site Preparation
· Building Plans = Being Drawn [Architect, etc.]
· Building Finance Options were being explored.
· Efforts toward Developing a group of Hilldale Members who would initially make up the  “Core Group” of the Barkers Mill congregation.  
· Investigation of Potential Initial Temporary Meeting Sites for Barkers Mill.  
· Barkers Mill Minister Search 
· Sermons [preached by me, and Wayne Pinckley]
· In an effort to develop the “Core Group” the Barkers Mill Class Begin Meeting [Wayne P. = Teacher]
· Etc.
· Lots of Planning, Praying, Preparation, and Imple-mentation Took Place to bring us to this day at BM!

· Many Years in the making = Prior to 501 Hwy. 76.

· 2 Years and 10 months Since the Land was Purchased [May, 2007] 

· 2 Years and 1 month in this last Concerted Effort [with the Barkers Mill Committees etc.] 
· TGBTG!
WHOSE Are We?

· 1 Jn. 3:1-2 – “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us that we should be 
called the children of God!...” 
· In A Nutshell, That’s Who We Are! [Both the Hilldale and Barkers Mill C’s. of C.]  

~ AND… That’s Who We Want To Be!  [Both the Hilldale and Barkers Mill C’s. of C.]  

· Children of Almighty God! 
· Simply New Testament Christians!  Nothing More or Less!  
· Speak where the Bible Speaks and Be Silent where the Bible is Silent
· No Creed But The Bible
· Memorandum Of Understanding?

Also the "whose we are" would allow you to highlight doctrinal points and maybe even mention the Memo of understanding in that hilldale wants to ensure that we stay with the word...
